
pressure of feeling she has to 

solve all of Rachalõs problems.  

These times of listening natu-

rally lead to conversations and 

together they come up with 

ideas of overcoming obstacles, 

often by òkilling them with 
kindness.ó  As an adult partner, 

Suzette views her role as being 

a neutral, third party ð òkind of 

like a guardian angel leading 

Rachal gently in the right direc-

tion.ó Suzette believes that 

many times folks on the out-

side perceive being an adult 

partner as an expensive en-

deavor and that is one reason 

they do not become a volun-

teer.  She stated there are 

many cost free or low cost ac-

tivities you can do with your 
junior partner, like community 

service and the monthly activi-

ties provided by Partners.  She 

also stressed that you, as the 

adult partner, can set your 

partnership budget.  Suzette 

reiterated that being a senior 

partner is more about getting to  
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know each other and spending 

time together, not about spend-

ing money.  Many of the activi-

ties they choose to do together 
cost little or nothing according 

to Rachal and Suzette.  One 

common example they provided 

was going to the coffee shop to 

talk and work on homework.   

 Another important aspect of 

their partnership is planning ac-

tivities together.  Suzette be-

lieves itõs important to invite 

your junior partner to partici-

pate in the routine activities of 

your life, while at the same time 

allowing them to be comfortable 

and free to decline.  As Suzetteõs 
Sunday routine includes going to 

church, she wanted to invite 

Rachal to join her without her 

feeling any pressure to do so.  A 

simple invitation was extended 

and Rachal chose to go with her.  

This has now become one of 

their favorite things to do to-

gether.  Rachal said she loves to 

go to church with Suzette and 

especially likes the singing. 

Rachal and Suzette both agreed 

that the best part of being part-

ners is that òitõs fun and a 
breath of fresh airó as they talk 

and laugh with each other.  They 

also agreed that one of the diffi-

culties of their partnership is 

being adamant about spending 

time together.  They are careful 

not to let distractions interfere 

with their friendship and have 

made a point to immediately re-

schedule if they have to cancel a 

time together. 

 I am grateful to have been able 

to introduce Suzette and Rachal 

to each other and am blown 
away by the direction in which 

they have taken their Partner-

ship.  They are a great example 

to follow and now challenge 

other Partnerships, including my 

own, to think outside the box. 

By Kim McMillin, Montrose Case Manager 

 Rachal and Suzette Owen  

One of the first Partnerships I 

introduced when coming on 

staff as the one-to-one case 

manager for Montrose County 

was Suzette Owen and Rachal 

K.  This past Sunday I was 

happy to hear how their friend-
ship has grown leaps and 

bounds in the past eight 

months. 

 If I had to give their partner-

ship a theme, it would defi-

nitely be òpaying it forward.ó  

Suzette and Rachal have taken 

their partnership to a whole 

new level choosing to use their 

friendship to make a difference 

in the lives of many others.  

They both shared their enthu-

siasm for serving others by gar-

dening at the Dolphin House, 
walking dogs at the animal 

shelter and putting together 

63 yardstick donkeys for the 

childrenõs Bible study class 

that Suzette leads.  Having 

been exposed to a variety of 

community service opportuni-

ties by Suzette, Rachal has 

taken the initiative to volun-

teer by passing out fliers for a 

community event, playing 

bingo with folks at assisted 

living care facilities and talk-

ing with her peers about the 
dangers of smoking.  Rachal 

says she enjoys being a 

òhelping handó to others and 

has learned how rewarding it is 

to give back. Rachal has cho-

sen to share Suzette with her 

friends  who are having prob-

lems.  òSuzette is a good lis-

tener,ó according to Rachal 

and she sees her one-on-one 

time with Suzette as a break 

from her everyday problems 

and time when she can re-

group.  They both stressed the 
importance of Suzette just be-

ing there to listen without the   
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òSTEALINGó WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

Life Skills Homework for Partnerships! 
 

  

Senior Partners, please watch your mail boxes the 

first week in April. Partners will be sending out a life 

skill packet on stealing. Please review the packet, set 

some time aside to spend with your Junior Partner 

and have a serious discussion about stealing. There is 

a worksheet attached that we ask you and your part-

ner to fill out and return in the envelope provided to 

your local Partners Office.  Please remember that 

when you signed your Partnership Agreement you 

and your Junior Partner agreed to work on at least 

two life skills in your first year.  If you have any 

questions call your Case Manager.  

Western Slope Environmental Resource Coun-

cil or WSERC is going to clean up the BLM 

Land outside of Delta on April 27
th

 for Earth 

Day.   All partnerships are expected to do some 

community service in their first year and this 

is a perfect suggestion for those who still 

need to give back to their community. They 

can call the Delta Office for more info.  

P.S.  Donõt forget we have  

a new mailing address 

315 S. 7th St Montrose CO 
81401 

Partners will begin emailing our 
newsletter for your convenience be-

ginning in June 2008.  Many Part-
ners have told us that they would 

prefer receiving the newsletter in 
this way.  Please send an email to 
w4partners@partners-west.org so 

that we have your correct email ad-
dress. If you would prefer to receive a 

newsletter in the mail, please let 

your case manager know this or con-
tact any Partners office.  Because we 

know that many of you have dial-up 
services, we will be posting activity 

photographs on the web site at 

www.partners-west.org  Our E-
newsletter will have the calendar of 

events, birthdays and new match in-
formation and other interesting bits 
of information.  We know you will 

like this new format.  Please direct 
any questions or articles you would 
like to submit to Gayle Davidson in 

the Montrose office. 

mailto:BeaMorey@partners-west.org
mailto:BetsyShe@partners-west.org
mailto:DonnaJac@partners-west.org
mailto:GayleDav@partners-west.org
mailto:HeatherB@partners-west.org
mailto:JoannPri@partners-west.org
mailto:KathyGor@partners-west.org
mailto:Lissette@partners-west.org
mailto:Kimberly@partners-west.org
mailto:RachelWi@partners-west.org
mailto:w4partners@partners-west.org
mailto:w4partners@partners-west.org
http://www.partners-west.org/
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  NEW MATCHES One to One  
2-14  Becky Silver & Frankie H  

2-14  Jason Wey & Dustan H  

2-14  Jenny Shine & Christine H  

2-15  Roberta Jordan & Caitlan B  

3-03  Carolee Hawkins & Samantha A  

3-03  Marce Montano & Jonathan S  

3-03  Matt Ronsse & Tyler S  

3-29 Judy Anderson & Susan N  

NEW MATCHES Art Partners  

    2-7  John Clark & Katie F  

  2-11  Jo Ann Price & River M  

  2-11  Jo Ann Price & Raven M  

  2-14  Hendricka Ceigelski & Theo W  

  5-1   David E  

  5-2   Donald Foster  

  5-2   Savanna L  

  5-3   David Wasson  

  5-3   Cody Olivas  

  5-5   Kurt Shepherd  

  5-7   River M  

  5-8   Sue Keele  

  5-9   Jeanette Gerry  

  5-10  Barbara Lyons  

  5-10  Mike Baer  

  5-13  Claudia Wolff  

  5-13  Michael Medina  

  5-14  Kayla H  

  5-18  Joshua A  

  5-18  Richard Harvey  

  5-19  Debbie Doherty  

  5-19  Trisha H  

  5-20  Barbara Allen  

  5-21  Daniel W  

  5-21  Kathy Gordon  

  5-23  Samantha F  

  5-23  Cameryn E  

  5-24  Sara H  

  5-27  Aaron P  

  5-29  Donna Herod  

  5-30  David W  

   4-1  Robin Boone  

   4-1  Nathan H  

   4-1  April M   

   4-1  Amy Cano  

   4-3  Carl Woods  

   4-4  Luis C  

   4-5  Irene Mattivi  

   4-5  Drake Pulliam  

   4-6  Alaina D  

   4-7  Art Bingham  

   4-7  Dylan T  

   4-7  Terra Joy W  

   4-9  Kailyn W  

  4-11 Debra H  

  4-11 Taylor H  

  4-12 Romagean Personne  

  4-12 Elijah K  

  4-15 Carol May  

  4-16 Debie Cuherpin  

  4-17 Santana L  

  4-17 Matt P  

  4-19 Bea Morey   

  4-23 Ron Mabry  

  4-23 Corina F  

  4-25 Falcon Shadowalker  

  4-25 Justin N  

  4-26 James H  

  4-27 Susan N  

  4-27 Heather Patterson  

  4-28 Stephanie A  

Did you ever wish your 
searching the internet was 

worth something?  
Now it is!                                     

Use www. goodsearch.com and 

enter Partners of Delta Montrose and 
Ouray Counties as your charity.   

Powered by Yahoo                                                     

You will raise 1 cent with every 

search!!! And they add up!!!  

Art Partners!!!  

Submit your work!  

Next Deadline for A.R.T.  
Artistic Resource for Teens   

April 15th   
Ask your Art Partners 
Case Manager or Teen 

Advisory Board Member 
how you can submit 

your own art work for 
the next issue!  

Photos, Comics, 
Paintings, Creative 

Writing, Poetry,     
Drawings,  etc. 
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The 19th Annual PARTNERS AUCTION will be on the air from 7A.M. to 7P.M. Tues-

day, April 22nd.  There will be a simultaneous broadcast from radio stations KUBC Real 

County 580 AM, Colorado County 94KIX 94.1 FM and KBNG The Blast 103.7 FM where 
hundreds of items will be up for sale.  

Items up for bid include golf packages, hotel packages, power tools, gravel and gift certifi-
cates for everything from dining to rafting.  
Be sure to tune in to the auction and bid on your favorite item.  Itõs a great place to pick up 

some great offers and good prices.  At the same time, youõre helping Partners continue their 
programs and activities for Junior and Senior Partnerships.  

We are always looking for donations and sponsors to help support our programs and 
activities.  If you have an item you would like to donate or know of someone who 
could be a sponsor please call the Montrose Partners office at 249-1116 or call 

Bea Morey at 252-1355.       

Watch for further details in April, in area newspapers, the newsletter and on our 

website.  There will be a full list of all auction items on the Partners website for early bird 

bids. All early bird bids need to be placed by April 21 before noon (online only). 

www.partners-west.org 

http://www.partners-west.org/

