
  
Taylor H. and her senior part-

ner of almost two years, Laurie 
Felix, came into my office to be 

interviewed for our December -

January newsletter.   The la-

dies confided in me that they 

spend a lot of time laughing, 
whatever the activity. Some of 

their favorites are swimming 

at the Ouray Hot Pools with 

Partners, walking the dogs 

and doing arts and crafts to-

gether.  

Whatever activities they pick, 
they both assured me that itõs 

always very interactive. Laurie 

feels that their greatest accom-

plishment has been to refine 

Taylorõs table manners. This 

great accomplishment was put 
to full use last summer when 

Laurie got married and Taylor 

was her flower girl.    

By  Betsy Shepherd  
                                         

Big laughs have always been a 

huge part of their partnership. 
They shared that their biggest 

laugh came when Taylor spent 

the night at Laurieõs.  Usually 

Dante, the labrador retriever, 

sleeps at the foot of Taylorõs 

bed. However, Taylor awoke in 
the middle of the night and 

couldnõt find the dog. She tip-

toed into Laurieõs room, fell over 

the dog and began to scream. 

Of course, Dante started bark-
ing!  Laurie awoke to a huge 

commotion that quickly turned 

into laughter and hugs for all 

three Partners.  

Laurie says she is always 

amazed at Taylorõs resiliency in 

life and we at Partners can at-
test to the fact that both ladies 

love life and enjoy the laughter 

of their friendship.  

 

The meeting of two personalities is like the 
contact of two chemical substances:  

if there is any reaction,  

both are transformed.     -Carl Jung  

Novemberõs Art and Craftõs Create a Gift Day was a way to  
remember that your Christmas Gift this year can be more than 
just a material possession.  While we worked on making great 
gifts for friends and family, we also learned a lot about a very 

serious subject; SMOKING.  

The Delta County Health Department recognizes Partners of 
Delta, Montrose and Ouray for their excellent work in Tobacco 
Education!  On Saturday, November 18th, several Partnersõ youth 
and their mentors showed their knowledge of Tobacco during a 

brief LifeSkill before the Art-Partners òArts-and-Crafts dayó.   
 

Several smart Partnersõ youth knew these tobacco factsédo 

you? 

Tobacco is the leading cause of preventable death in Colo-
rado ð key word PREVENTABLE! ð Partners youth know 
that not using tobacco is a choice they have the power to 

make!                                         

     Continued on page 2 

 This holiday season is the perfect time to 

begin or renew a reading tradition!  There are 

countless benefits to reading with children.   
Reading with children is the best way to encour-

age literacy throughout their lives.  A literate in-

dividual is more likely to enjoy school, have good 

self -confidence, be able to entertain themselves 

and explore the details of things theyõre inter-

ested in.  Books are a great way of teaching val-
ues and helping childrenõs imaginations soar!  

Listening to stories help develop childrenõs atten-

tion spans.  Books make wonderful presents as 

well.  Here is an age appropriate book list for all 

children.  If you are looking for a specific subject 
matter, ask a teacher, librarian or bookseller to 

help you. They will most likely be thrilled by your 

interest and help to encourage the development 

of another lifelong reader!                                   

    Continued on page 2 
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Serious Fun Cont. from pg 1  

Tobacco use causes people to lose 13-14 years of 
life on average, and 50% of those who use 
tobacco will die from the product.  Those who 
do not die can suffer through lung disease, 

coronary heart disease, and other cancers.    

ð Partners youth know that choosing not to use to-

bacco will provide a healthier, fuller life!  

Most people in Colorado (especially most youth!) 
choose NOT to smoke ð only about 19% of 
people in our state smoke, and even less than 

10% use spit-tobacco. 

ð Partners youth know that even if it seems like 
òeveryone is doing itó the majority of people 
make the choice NOT to use tobacco- Partners 
youth who make that healthy choice will find 
support and encouragement from the majority of 
others, especially their Senior Partners who also 

choose healthy lifestyles. 

To learn more about how to support your Junior 
Partner in making healthy choices involving tobacco 
and other important lifestyle decisions, please attend 
the SPO on January 11th or call Diana at the Tobacco 
Education office of the Delta County Health Depart-

ment:  874-2517, she is happy to help!  

Partners appreciates the support of   

Canyon Cleaners & Shirt Laundry, Inc.  

Joe and Kathy Goecke, owners  

Thank you, Kathy  and Joe  

Commit to Reading cont. pg1  
Book list by Clea Petrie   

Ages 5 -8 

Because of You , by B.G. Hennessy  

Ages 8 -10  

Mr. Poppers Penguins , by Florence and Richard Atwater  

Ages10 -12  

The Call of the Wild , by Jack London  

Ages 12+  

The Looking Glass Wars , by Frank Beddor  
 

And For the Holiday Seasoné 

The Polar Express , by Chris Van Allsburg  

Hanukkah! , by Roni Schotter and Marylin Hafner  

A Christmas Carol , by Charles Dickens  

Celebrating Kwanzaa , by Diane Hoyt -Goldsmith and 
Lawrence Migdale   

Festival of Lights: The Story of Hanukkah ,  

by Maida Silverman and Carolyn S. Ewing  

Hold Christmas in Your Heart , by various authors  

How Santa Got His Job , by Stephen Krensky  
 

Look for Cleaõs next reading list!! 

Commit to reading a new book each newsletter!  
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  Throughout my high school career, EPYCS, 

El Pomar Youth in Community Service, is one of the 

most important clubs I have been a part of. Immedi-
ately after I entered my sophomore year at Montrose 

High School, I became involved in EPYCS. Now as a 

senior, I have taken a very active role in securing the 

clubõs success. 

 Typically, each year, the MHS EPYCS Club 

awards $8000 to several non -profit organizations in 

the Montrose region during an awards ceremony held 
in Ridgway. Past recipients have been the Partners 

Mentoring Program, Dreamcatchers, Life Choices 

Pregnancy Center, the Dental Clinic, and many oth-

ers.  

The purpose of EPYCS is to help students 

gain character through community service. Through 

the El Pomar Foundation, MHS students are able to 
give back to the community and make an impact on 

their town and fellow citizens.  

I join every year because I have a passion for 

helping others. I have seen the impact our donations 

have made in Montrose and love being able to help 

non -profits continue to offer their many valued ser-
vices. People are so used to taking from the commu-

nity; it is nice to be able to give back.  

During each school year, EPYCS members are 

responsible for fundraising a minimum of five hun-

dred dollars. The El Pomar Foundation matches the 

student earned funds.  

Our next fundraiser will be held at Coldstone 

Creamery this December. Coldstone Creamery will  
give a percentage of the profits made that night to 

EPYCS. We will use those funds toward the $500 

EPYCS is expected to earn.    

MHS EPYCS Members, with the help of Daniel 

Tyler, Club Advisor, and Social Studies Educator, will 

help host the Coldstone Creamery ice cream social 

for the community. Advertisements will be posted 
around town. Keep a lookout. We hope to see as 

many members of the community at our ice cream 

social as possible. Come support a great cause, 

your community!  

Vanessa Perez is a member the  

Art Partners Teen Advisory Board  

montrosevanessa@yahoo.com  
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New One to One Matches  

Lois Kelley & Debra H  

John York & Aaron C  

Chris DePuy & Marshall V  

Diana Barr & Clarissa R  

Laurie Dodd & Destiny S   

Alumni  

Kevin OõBrien & Robert R  

  

   Partners          
Board Members  
Judy Anderson 

Tom Chinn  
Ryan Ellingtonð Finance 

Jon Gordon-Chair  

Sue Towne 

Sally Johnson 

Judy Lokey 
 

Staff Montrose 249 -1116  

w4parters@montrose.net 

Gayle Davidson              

Executive Director                     

Kathy Gordon                    

Executive Assistant       

Donna Jackson 

Experience Works!  

 Carol Mabry  

Case Manager    

Henry Corichi  

Brown Center     

  

Delta County  874 -4661    

deltayouth@montrose.net 

Betsy Shepherd                   

Lead Case Manager 

Laura Tyner   

 Administrative Assistant  

Jo Ann Price 

Art Partners Liaison 
 

Ouray County  626 -9861          

parters@ouraycolorado.net      

Clea Petrie 

Case Manager 

Heather Bussey 

Art Partners Case Manager 
 

Richard Harvey    

Community Resource                 
development   

Bea Morey 
Marketing and Special Events 

   1  Donna Jackson  

   2  Michael N  

   2  Fisher P  

   2  Catherine T  

   2  John York  

   3  Maya B  

   5  Donna Ancell -Stader  

   5  Mario G  

   6  Frankie P  

   6  Kevin V  

   8  Shianne W  

   9 Laura Tyner  

11  Michael B  

 12  Joe Ryan W  

 14  Jesus G  

 14  Julia S  

 16  Joe Alaimo  

 16  Daniel N  

 17  Larry Kuepfler  

 18  Gayle Davidson  

 22  James S  

 23  Gary Church  

 26  Jeremiah K  

 27  Corrine 

Rockafellow  

 28  T James F  

 28  Doug Panther  

 29  Alexandra K  

 30  Roxanne Eide  

 30  Victoria P  

 31  Laurie Dodd  

   3  Stormie S  

   7  Natalie W  

 11  Jan Hammond  

 11  Susan Palmer  

 11  Daphna Russell  

 12  Kasee B  

 13  David K  

 13  Jennifer Randolph  

 14  Kristina Hutchins  

 14  Keegan R  

 14  Terri Schmalz  

 15  Johnathan W  

 16  Mathew B  

 16  Erik Hansen  

 16  Trevor W  

 19  Kenny V  

 23  Richard Doherty  

 23  Leslie Kemp  

 24  Rich Durnan  

 24  Carol Mabry  

 25  Ashley T  

 27  Brian S  

 28  Megan E   

A r e  y o u  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s e r v i n g  

o n  t h e  P a r t n e r s  B o a r d ?  

We are looking for members for our Board of  

Directors to represent Delta and Ouray Counties.  

This is a very rewarding experience and an  

opportunity to help guide this organization.  For 

more information, contact Gayle Davidson in the 

Montrose office.  

Level II Matches  

Lori Felix & Taylor H   

Art Partners New Matches 

 Susan Palmer & Alma D   

 One Year Anniversaries  

Susan Rahmann &  

Elizabeth R  

Brenda Williams &  

Ashley T  

Gaye Cox & Megan E  
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Since 1994, Partners of Delta, Montrose and Ouray has worked together with Partners Affiliates across the 

state in an effort to evaluate the effects of our mentoring program.  Almost every Junior Partner has filled out 

the Partners Mentoring Services Effectiveness Index, the PMSEI, just before being matched in Partnership and 

again at the end of one year.  The PMSEI is made up of a variety of different scales that measure the changes a 

Junior Partner may make during the first year of a mentoring match. 

 

 Our evaluation information is compiled and analyzed by Omni Research in Denver. Here is what the results 

from 2002 through September 2006 tell us. 

�x��58% of Partners youth are from single parent homes. 

�x��53% are female and 47% are male 

The majority of youth is between the ages of 6 and 11. 

The following concepts achieved statistical significant differences. 

Self-Esteem/Self Confidence ð The youth had a better self-image. 

Acceptance of Interpersonal Violence ð The youthõs attitude toward violence changed.  

Self-Reported Delinquency ð Delinquent activity was reduced. 

Intent to Use Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs ð Youth made a decision  

not to use any ATOD in the future 

Attachment to Adult (non parents or relatives) ð This is what Partners is all about. 

Future Orientation - The youth is thinking about what s/he will be doing in six months. 

 

We at Partners know Mentoring works. We see it every day. Statistical analysis by an independent research 

company proves our program works.  Thatõs exciting and gratifying news for all of us.  


