
CONNECTIONS   by Betsy Shepherd 
 

After spending a day on the river with Judy Anderson and her 

partner Susan, I realized that they had a special connection. 

They are amazingly comfortable with one and other. I asked 

them recently why they are so comfortable with each other 

and if they had any sage advice for other partnerships. Susan 

said that Judy is always going on errands, doing projects, 

crafts, baking and just has a genuine interest in life. Susan 

says she is like that also. Judy loves Susanôs organizational 

skills, her thoroughness with projects and her sense of hu-

mor.  

As summer heats up, Judy and Susan are preparing for the 

Delta County Fair with some photography, ceramics and each 

has a cookie recipe to be entered. Susan will be working with her horse at the fair as well. With 

their successes at the 2008 fair, they hope for more blue ribbons this year. 

When asked if they had encountered any problems in their relationship, there was a lot of laughter 

as they told me the story of trying to coordinate with one another on a raft last week at Crawford 

Reservoir. They had to learn when to kick and when to paddle so they didn't go in a circle.  They 

admit it was hard and it took a lot of trust in each other but communication skills helped them get 

to where they wanted to go. What a great metaphor  for their relationship and for life. 

They agreed that they didnôt have any sage advice for other partnerships other than, keep it inter-

esting with a variety of things to do and common interests.  I think having a great sense of humor 

has been helpful too.  Itôs a great pleasure working  with Judy and Susan and Iôll be at the fair this 

year to cheer them on and share a laugh. You go Girlfriends! 

Welcome to the Partners Link 

Newsletter. If you are  receiving 

this paper version you have ei-

ther opted out of receiving it via 

email or did not respond to the 

request for your email address.  

If you would like to help Part-

ners keep costs down and get a 

little greener, please let us know 

your email address for the com-

plete newsletter by calling     970

-249-1116.   
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NEW MATCHES   
One to One  
   
5-20  Steve McAlpine & Ryan J 
5-28  Joan Kennen & Zoey J 
5-27  Matt Ronsse & Tyler S 
5-29  Jean Birkholtz & Phebe M 
6-2   Sherry Trujillo & Tianna G  
6-8  Tom Conlon & Owen T 
6-15  Kristen St. Jean & Desiree C 
6-3  Kathy Conlon & Anna W 
7-22  Paul Cranor & Derrill R 

NEW MATCHES   
Art Partners  
 
6-11  Cristin Johnson & Yamira F 
6-29  Peggy Papon & Malaki R 

   

 

Last fall, the owners of the house in Delta 

where Partners has 

offices, decided to 

put the house up 

for sale.                  

One Saturday when 

no one was working, 

the real estate agent 

decided to show the 

house to prospective buyers.  We are not cer-

tain how it happened, but when we came to 

work on Monday, there was a lonely and hun-

gry kitten in our office.  We scoured the 

neighborhood looking for the kittenôs home, 

but no one recognized her or knew where she 

lived.  We named the kitten, ñMysteryò, and 

gave her a new home in the Delta office.  She 

has grown into a beautiful cat who is very af-

fectionate and loves to play.  We made her a 

member of our staff with the responsibilities 

of mouse control and morale in the Delta of-

fice.  Come and meet her, but make certain 

Betsy or Rebecca are in the office before you 

come.  Mystery works 24/7 but she has not 

learned how to open the door for com-

panyé.yet. 

 

 

 

 

 

As the summer heads towards the beginning 

of school, the Partners and Art Partners Teen 

Advisory Board is also gearing up for another 

year. The board consists of students from 

Delta, Montrose, and Ouray county; and al-

though most did not know each other previ-

ously, they all strive to help their respective 

communities.  

 

The current focus of Heather Bussey Patter-

son, the T.A.B. Coordinator, is to encourage 

the board to become more familiar with one 

another and create ways for each member to 

find their place in the organization. The board 

decided that in the process of getting to know 

one another, they could also help the Partners 

organization as well. 

 

The board took one of their meetings and 

dedicated it to cleaning up around the build-

ing. Working in both the front and back yard 

the goal was to do a general clean up and 

make the place look as good as the help the 

organization brings to the youth of the com-

munity. Many of the members stayed longer 

than the designated meeting to finish the pro-

jects they were working on. The new board's 

display of dedication to getting the job done 

and willingness to help, forecasts a promising 

and fulfilling year for the Teen Advisory 

Board and the Partners and Art Partners or-

ganization. 
 

 

THE MYSTERY OF  

MYSTERY by Gayle Davidson 

August 2009     September 2009  
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THE PARTNERS and ART PARTNERS 

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD STARTS 

IT'S FOURTH YEAR WITH A  

PROMISING NEW GROUP OF TEENS  
by Laurellee Twitchell 



 

www.partners-west.org 

Happy  
Birthday  
AUGUST  

8-1  Leah R  
8-1  Betsy Shep-
herd  
8-1  Jonathan S  
8-4  John Randolph  
8-6  Raven M 
8-7  Tyler C  
8-7  Phebe M 
8-7  Janice Pariza  
8-8  Tina McNew  
8-9  Tom Conlon  
8-10  Matthew G  
8-10  Mike McMillin  
8-11  Chris Depuy  
8-11  CJ G 
8-12  Becky H  
8-15  Yamira F  
8-15  Josh M  
8-15  Rebecca 
Moon  
8-17  Tava G 
8-19  Lincoln 
Anderson  
8-19  Deandra L  
8-22  Louise Ficco  
8-22  Rebekah P  
8-23  Serjio E  
8-26  Bryan F  

SEPTEMBER  
 
9-2  Christina H  
9-5  Owen Dean T  
9-6  Grace C  
9-6  Rose Walsh  
9-8  Tressa H  
9-9  Suzette Owen  
9-10  Roberta Jor-
dan 
9-11  Tom Abbott  
9-11  Lael Van Riper  
9-14  Jacob L  
9-16  Marsha Cierpik  
9-16  David A. Lee  
9-17  Aranda L  
9-18  Madeline T  
9-19  Diamond M  
9-23  Daniel Trujillo  
9-24  Anthony A  
9-24  Robyn Funk  
9-25  Karl Stegmann  
9-27  Jose G    

 

The Partners Link 
315 S. 7th St 

Montrose, CO 81401 
 

Calendar of Events   
Remember to get involved, stay involved and 

keep opening doors to new learning opportunities 

for your Junior Partners by  participating in the 

many Partners Activities! 
 

Partnership & Nexus Activities  
 

Thursday, August 6th  
SPO Listening 6-8pm in Montrose 
 

Saturday, August 15th starts 8:30am 

Huck Finn Day Ridgway State Park 
Partnerships, Nexus and the BC.  
 

Saturday, September 19th 

Baseball /BBQ in Montrose P/N/BC 
 

Saturday and Sunday, September 26-27th 

Partners Bike Ride Challenge  

Register Soon! Deadline August 28th. 
 

Saturday, October 10th 

SPO Fly Fishing in North Fork with BC 
 

Saturday, October 17th 
Ouray Hot Springs trip for P/N/BC 

 

Be sure to attend The Art Partners    

Annual Art Exhibition in April 

Support Partners and your local artists! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT IS A 

PHILANTHROPIST?  
 

The definition of the word 

ñphilanthropistò is simple: one who 

actively promotes human well-being. 

When we hear the word 

ñphilanthropistò, our minds often jump 

to the extreme examples. We think of 

people like the Rockefellers, Temple 

Buell, Adolph Coors or Bill Gates, 

people who give millions of dollars to 

causes. In reality, large gifts are a rarity 

and only account for 1.3% of the na-

tional giving total.  Most giving comes 

from households earning less than 

$100,000 per year.  
   

Partners is the recipient of many dona-

tions per year but none has touched our 

hearts more than the donation we re-

cently received from Nathan, 9, and 

Lydia, 6.  Their grandmother, Ann 

Stryker, brought Nathan and Lydia to 

our Montrose office to present their 

donation to Partners. These young en-

trepreneurs worked all day making and 

selling snow cones. They decided to 

donate the entire amount they earned, 

$34.47, to Partnersô kids.  The Partners 

staff was deeply moved by this selfless 

action.  
 

Everyone can incorporate philanthropy 

in his or her daily life. Are you some-

one who takes the time to recycle? 

Adopts an animal from a shelter? 

Walks or bikes to work? Sets aside 

three hours to volunteer each month? 

Donates to your favorite charity? Your 

gifts of time, talent and treasure add up 

to make an important difference in 

your community. In your day-to day 

life, pocket change does not have the 

purchasing power it once did. Start 

emptying the change in your pocket, 

the bottom of your bag and the car ash-

tray into a jar you set aside for a char-

ity.  Those pennies add up and will 

make a difference for the community 

organization you choose.  If you have 

children, encourage them to collect 

coins, add to the jar and let them help 

choose the charity recipient.  
 

These are challenging economic times 

but we can learn something from Na-

than and Lydia. We can become a phi-

lanthropist in some small way every 

day.  

 

LISTENING SPO 
 

Ever wonder how to connect more with 

your Junior Partner? or maybe just 

with new acquaintances/friends/

family? Come to the next SPO on Au-

gust 6th at the Montrose office and 

learn some basic techniques to increase 

your awareness of conversation and the 

art of listening. It is difficult but easy. 

We provide the dinner you provide the 

ear! Hope to see you there! 
 

HUCK FINN DAY OF FUN 

AND LEARNING 
 

Don't miss this years Huck Finn Day at 

the Ridgway State Park. It will com-

bine the great feeling of helping your 

State and community with lots of 

learning about native animals and 

plants and outdoor fun. Don't miss this 

amazing opportunity. August15th. 

Contact your local case manager for 

more information. 

 

PARTNERS BIKE RIDE 

CHALLENGE 
 

It is that time of year again and we are 

gearing up for another scenic fun filled 

weekend of bikes, food and fun!  Day 

1 Cerro Summit over Owl Creek Pass 

to Ouray. Day 2 Ouray over Log Hill 

to River Road to Montrose September 

26th and 27th, 2009 
If you have not already registered, the 

deadline is approaching. Registration 

deadline August 28, 2009 

Don't miss out on this beautiful ride 

for a great cause! Register at 

www.partners-west.org or call 970-

249-1116 

 


