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THE NORTH FORK SPEAKS UP FOR  

PARTNERS! 

On a warm sunny Tuesday 

early in July, three Partnerships 

from the North Fork made a 

visit to the “Just Us Folk 

Show” on KVNF Public Radio. 

Senior Partners  Judy Ander-

son, Carol Beers and Wanda 

Eichhorn, with their Junior      

Partners Susan, Jessie and 

Brooke wanted to talk about 

how Partners has changed their 

lives.  Carol’s partner, Jessie 

spoke about all the fun activi-

ties that Partners organizes. She 

loved swimming in the Ouray 

Hot Pool last spring and she 

and Carol had a banner day 

rafting on the Gunnison River with Partners and the BLM River Rangers. In addition to 

Partners activities, Carol and Jessie have been sewing this summer. 

Wanda and Brooke spoke about Partners activities, too, but Brooke likes baking cookies 

at Wanda’s house. She enjoys taking long walks with Wanda where they converse about 

anything on their minds. Brooke feels special when she is with her Senior Part-

ner.  Wanda feels that it is important to spend time with young people and enjoys listen-

ing to Brooke’s       perspective on life. 

Judy and Susan are always on the go. They recently rode the train from Delta to Paonia 

on a special trip. They enjoyed Partners’ Art Camp where they discovered a “Passion for 

Pastels” and made some beaded jewelry. Susan feels certain that more kids and adults 

would get  involved with Partners if they only knew how much fun they could have. 

The three Partnerships were articulate and passionate about the friendships they have      

developed. All agreed that their lives were better with Partners.  Three cheers and thanks 

to the North Fork Partnerships for speaking up about the value of mentoring. 

Welcome to the new       

Partners Link Newsletter.       

If you are receiving this paper 

version you have either opted 

out of receiving it via email or 

did not respond to the request 

for you email address. If you 

would like to help Partners 

keep costs down and get a 

little greener, please let us 

know your email address by 

calling 970-249-1116. We 

hope you enjoy the new paper 

version.  
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2008 Annual Bike September 20th and 21st 

PARTNERS CHALLENGE MOUNTAIN BIKE RIDE and WEEKEND GET-AWAY 

Registration deadline August 22, 2008 

Day 1 Cerro Summit over Owl Creek Pass to Ouray 

Day 2 Ouray over Log Hill to River Road to Montrose 

  This is a fund raising event for Partners. Each 

rider, as an individual must pay a $300 minimum 

registration/entry fee & pledges. For more infor-

mation call the Partners office in Delta at 874-

4661, in Montrose at 249-1116 or in Ridgway at 

626-9861 for a registration packet. Your check 

for $100 and a completed  registration form must 

be received by August 22, 2008, to hold your  

 place. The balance or pledge documentation is due at check-in on the first day. The ride  

 is limited to the first 100 riders to register or register online. 

  Ask family, friends and business associates to make a tax-deductible donation           

 supporting the kids in the community who most need help by making a financial   

 pledge for your ride. Partners will provide receipts for tax purposes. The more pledges  

 you get the more you will be helping support Partners in our area. 

 Funds raised stay right here in the community and help Partners help our kids. 

Special Announcement!  

Look for the new Partners Website this Winter!  
Let us know of items you would like to see in the new version. 
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  Happy Birthday  
 

     August  
  8-1  Betsy Shepherd   

  8-1  Jonathan S 

  8-1  Leah R 

  8-2  Travis D 

  8-4  John Randolph 

  8-6  Raven M 

  8-7  Phebe M 

  8-7  Janice Pariza 

  8-7  Eric C 

  8-7  Tyler C 

  8-8  Tina McNew 

  8-8  James H 

8-10  Mike McMillin 

8-10  Paul Quintana 

8-11  Chris Depuy 

8-11  C J G 

8-11  Johnny L 

8-12  Shane Forrest 

8-12  Teresa P 

8-12  Becky H 

8-15  Josh M 

8-15  Rebecca Moon 

8-16  Dwan Brown 

8-16  Wendy W 

8-17  Tony Sarver 

8-18  David Strong 

8-19  Lincoln Anderson 

8-20  Rene Leonardi    

8-22  Louise Ficco 

8-23  Serjio E 

8-23  Paulette Crabb 

8-24  Wanda Eichorn 

8-25  Karen Picard 

8-25  Jonathan S 

8-26  Chloe D 

8-26  Bryan F 

   September  
  9-2  Christina H 

  9-4  Lainie Boyden     

  9-4  Lacey E 

  9-5  Cody W 

  9-6  Rose Walsh 

  9-8  Kyle D 

  9-8  Tressa H 

  9-9  Suzette Owen 

9-10  Roberta Jordan 

9-11  Lael Van Riper 

9-11  Jackie Robirds 

9-11  Ron Abbott 

9-11  Aaron C 

9-14  Trey S 

9-16  Marsha Cierpik 

9-16  David A Lee 

9-17  Edna Mayboca 

9-17  Kim N 

9-17  Aranda L 

9-18  Oscar R 

9-18  Hope K 

9-18  Madeline T 

9-19  Ron Cato 

9-19  Kathi Hansen 

9-19  Diamond M 

9-22  Patty Blackford 

9-22  Kit H 

9-22  Elijah J 

9-24  Robyn Funk 

9-24  Tammy P            

9-25  Karl Stegmann 

9-27  Rooster Barnhart 

9-27  Christian C 

9-27  Jose G 

9-29  Chris Hinkson 

 

The Partners Link 
315 S. 7th St 

Montrose, CO 81401 
 

Calendar of Events   
Please contact your case 

manager  

for more information about 

the following activities. 
 

Partnership Activities 
August 16th, 1pm-3pm  

Mini Golf in Delta 
September 13th, 1pm-4pm  

Partnership/Nexus Bachelor  

Syracuse Mine Tour Ouray 
 

Nexus Activities 
August 5th, 1pm-3pm  

Nexus Swim Montrose 
September 13th, 1pm-4pm  

Partnership/Nexus Bachelor  

Syracuse Mine Tour Ouray 

Mentoring Corner  

Partners Link will offer new and exciting ways to become a better-informed mentor. Our 

first installment is a segment from How to Be a Great Mentor guide developed by News-

week, Kaplan and MENTOR that was published in 1999.  

Hanging in There  
 

    Karren Fink and 12-year-old Esther Ramos faced different challenges. "She always 

wanted to go to quiet places like libraries," recalls Esther of her early experiences with her 

mentor. "I kind of wanted to go to the Roller [skating] Garden and more fun places like 

that." 

    Karren works as a labor-relations manager at General Mills. She was paired with Esther 

through ACT, a nonprofit family-support organization in partnership with Jewish Family 

and Children Services of Minneapolis and the St. Louis Park public schools. 

    Karren was concerned that the kind of high-energy outings Esther enjoyed limited the 

pair's ability to talk to each other. In fact, Esther did not communicate much with her mentor 

in those early days. Karren, in turn, assumed that her young mentee was altogether uninter-

ested in their relationship. "I didn't feel as if I was making a difference in Esther's life or 

even if she was benefiting from our time together," Karren states. 

    To make matters worse, Karren traveled frequently on business and was unable to meet 

regularly with Esther. Karren discovered that the less frequently they saw each other, the 

more difficult it became to pick up where they had left off. "I really felt terrible about how 

things were going between us because I knew at that point I was only in it halfheartedly," 

admits Karren. 

But unwilling to abandon the relationship, Karren turned to the coordinator at ACT for help, 

and was fortified by the simple powerful advise she received: "Don't give up." 

    So Karren persisted. The tide turned when she took Esther to the education section of a 

bookstore during one of their weekly meetings. According to Karren, Esther underwent a 

transformation. She did math exercises, read aloud and asked if they could return the follow-

ing week. Karren jumped at the chance to reach out to her mentee and used the newfound 

forum to encourage Esther and push her to work harder to achieve her goals. Over time, the 

girl dramatically responded to the attention and became more open to her mentor. 

    Karren attributes the eventual success of her mentoring relationship to two factors: 

Esther's participation in choosing an activity, and patience. "I showed her that I would stick 

around if it wasn't fun all the time and even when it was hard." ... 

 To read more of this article and others from How to Be a Great Mentor guide contact the 

Montrose office to reserve a copy of this issue courtesy of Newsweek and MENTOR or go 

to their website at www.mentoring.org . 

Art Partners!!! 

Submit your work! 

Next Deadline for A.R.T.  
Artistic Resource for Teens   

September 10th  
 

Ask your Art Partners Case 

Manager or Teen Advisory 

Board Member how you can 

submit your own art work 

for the next issue!  

Photos, Comics, Paintings, 

Creative Writing, Poetry,     

Drawings,  etc. 
 


