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Welcome to the new Partners
Link Newsletter. If you are
receiving this paper version you
have either opted out of receiv-
ing it via email or did not
respond to the request for your
email address. If you would like
to help Partners keep costs down
and get a little greener, please let
us know your email address by
calling 970-249-1116. We hope
you enjoy the new paper version.
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Time Flies When You’re
“Spending” Time With
Your Partner... by Kimberly McMillian

Last November, I met a new friend...my junior partner,
Kassaundra. I think it was appropriate that we were
matched in the month in which we celebrate Thanksgiv-
ing, as I am thankful to have her in my life. This past
year Kassaundra and I have “spent” time getting to
know each other and building a relationship. We have
discovered each other’s likes and dislikes and found we
have a similar sense of humor and attitude. Most of all
we have developed a deep care for one another.

On a recent Monday when school was out, Kassaunda,
one of her friends and I had a “girls’ day”. We went to
lunch and then to Amazing Glaze to create beautiful ceramic pieces. The day before, I noticed my dog,
Deacon, was running into things so I scheduled an appointment for him with my vet on the afternoon of
our “girls’ day”. As we were having so much fun completing our art pieces, I did not have time to take
Kassaundra and her friend home prior to taking my dog to the vet. They agreed to just go with me. I was
extremely thankful to have Kassaundra by my side when my vet informed me my dog was blind and it
would cost around $5,000 to reverse the damage. Knowing I did not have the money to fix him, tears
began to swell up in my eyes. Kassaundra quietly walked over, put her arm around me and simply laid
her head on my shoulder. She needn’t say a word. Her actions spoke loudly and I was grateful to have
her, my Junior Partner, there to comfort me.

Some may suppose that case managers are so busy with all of the Partners’ stuff that they are too busy to
have a junior partner of their own, but that is nonsense. The time I get to “spend” with my junior partner
actually is a blessing affording me a break from all the stuff I think I need to do. The “investment” of my
time has huge returns. Instead of having the mindset of considering what it will “cost” to become a part-
ner to a young person, perhaps we should look at what interest we will gain from our investment in the

life of a child. Kassaundra did not get into this partnership thinking about what she would have to give up
to become my partner. I suspect she was hoping to be on the receiving end. However, I have experienced
the opposite, as I am sure many other adult partners can attest. I have truly been more blessed in giving of
my time to Kassaundra than she could ever have expected to receive from me.

During these times of economic woes and fears of losing our investments, I am secure in knowing that the
time Kassaundra and I have invested in each other’s lives will have eternal returns. Partners is never low
on portfolios of children simply wanting someone to invest in a share of their life. Do you know someone
who would be willing to invest in the life of a child?
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NEW MATCHES
One to One

9-19 John York & Tyler C

9-30 Gale Davidson & Jaid H
10-12 Don Foster & Tony D

10-12 Don Foster & William D
10-30 Janine Mayfield & Brendan F
11-01 James Vasquez & Zander P

NEW MATCHES
Art Partners

9-18 Hendrika Cegielski & Theo W
9-20 Sharon Riegel & Raina J
10-28 Janice Cooper & Andrea F

Two Annual Traditions You Do Not Want to Miss!

Partnerships get ready for a Super Bowl VII  parfnegrs
whole lot of Silly! makes for Y -
Do not miss this bOWlil’lg fun with s
years Silly Supper!  lots of memories, Y .
December 5th, 6 fun and PRIZES! Ely

— 8pm. Call your case
manager for more
information.

The always popular Partners
Super Bowl is back. This year
is sure to be lots of fun for
everyone.

This is a great way to get your
friends interested in the
Partners program. Plus, it raises
money for your favorite non-
profit!

Silly Supper is an
annual tradition with
Partners. When you
come to our Silly
Supper party you get
to select your courses
but you only know
their funny names not
what they are. If you
are good you will get your pasta with a fork but if
you guess silly you get ice cream with on the side
salad.

It is a great way to connect with your Junior Part-
ner and create some funny, silly, way out memo-
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Do not forget to invite your friends and let them in
on an amazing organization and a day of food, fun,
and lots of prizes!!

The Youth Tournament has over a $100’s worth of
prizes. The Adult tournament has a $500 cash
prize to the highest scoring team and a bowling
ball to the highest individual score!

ries of the holidays together!

Get out with your Partner, come dressed in your
winter silliest and try guessing what food a broom
stick might be ! There will be singing, presents
and lots of surprises. Don’t miss the fun!

You can bowl with your Junior Partner, be a lane
sponsor or put together a team. NO COST FOR
JUNIOR PARTNERS OR NEXUS KIDS Just
call Partners at 249.1116 for more info or go to
http://www.partners-west.org/superbowl7.html !



http://www.partners-west.org/superbowl7.html

Calendar of Events
Remember to get involved, stay involved and
keep opening doors to new learning opportunities
for your Junior Partners by participating in the
many Free Partners Activities!

Partnership & Nexus Activities

December 5th 6pm to 8pm Silly Supper
First Baptist Church

call Kim at 249-1116 to RSVP

January 24th 9am to 12noon SuperBow! VII
Valley Lanes, Delta

NO COST FOR JUNIOR PARTNER or
NEXUS KIDS, $10 FOR SENIOR PARTNER
or ADULT BOWLER.

Call or register soon space is limited!

Things to Look forward to in 2009
January - Bowling February - Snow Shoeing,
Sledding, SPO Goal Setting March - Kite Making
and Flying April - Radio Auction, Art Partners
Exhibition at the Creamery, Geo-Caching, Get
Your Body Moving May - Rafting, Picnic and
Hike, Volunteer Appreciation June- Rafting
July - Golf Tournament, Huckfinn Day
August- Mini-Golf, Swimming, SPO Listening
September - Partners Challenge Mountain Bike
Ride, Softball October - Star Drive-In Movie
weekend, Hot springs, SPO Fly fishing
November - Art and Crafts Make a Gift Day
December - Silly Supper

Happy Birthday
DECEMBER JANUARY
BIRTHDAYS BIRTHDAYS

1/3 Stormie S

1/4 Patrick Barton
1/4 Christina Biella
1/5 TiaC

1/5 Graham T

1/7 Natalie W

1/11 Jan Hammond
1/11 Susan Palmer
1/11 Daphna Russell

12/1 Donna Jackson
12/2 Michael N

12/2 Fisher P

12/2 John York

12/3 Maya B

12/3 Kassandra W
12/7 Jenny Shine
12/10 Tammy Gemmill
12/12 Candy Sichting
12/13 Alexandrea J
12/14 Julia S

12/16 Joe Alaimo
12/16 Brittany F
12/16 Damiel N
12/17 Larry Kuepfler
12/18 Gayle Davidson
12/27 Corrine
Rockafellow

12/28 T James F
12/28 Tanner J

12/29 Dan-David L
12/30 Juan C

12/31 Laurie Dodd
12/31 Terry Randall

1/14 Kristina Hutchins
1/14 Terri Schmalz
1/14 P James Vasquez
1/14 Logon W

1/16 Erik Hansen
1/19 Janice Cooper
1/19 Lacy M

1/20 Jason Wey

1/23 Richard Doherty
1/23 Leslie Kemp
1/24 Rich Durnan
1/24 Carol Mabry
1/25 Justus S

1/28 Megan E

1/30 Carter K

1/31 Brendan F

1/13 Jennifer Randolph

Generational Poverty

Thank you to all who attended the SPO Series Event on Generational Poverty. We hope
you learned as much as we did in preparing to make this possible. For those of you who
were unable to attend, it is a subject that everyone; Senior Partner, educator and parent
alike, should take the time to learn about. Please enjoy this inspiring and insightful
article by Donna M Beegle. Her study showed mentoring can be a key component in
breaking the poverty cycle!

Overcoming the Silence of Generational Povebly Donna M Beegle

I was born into a family where no one was educated beyond the eighth grade. For
generations, my family subsisted on menial-wage employment and migrant work.
Although we worked hard, we were constantly evicted, hungry, and struggling with
poverty. Early on, I learned that education meant stress: the stress of trying to arrive on
time; having the right clothing, shoes, and lunch; and completing homework projects.
Like others born into generational poverty, I find that thinking of my early educational
experiences evokes memories of violence, humiliation, and fear; school became periph-
eral to my family life and earning a living.

By age 15, I had dropped out of school, married and worked in a foam rubber factory, as
a migrant laborer, and in other menial jobs. At 25, I had two children and was divorced
and homeless. At that time, I was fortunate to learn of a pilot program connected to a
community college, the goal of which was to help single women gain education or skills
to earn a living. I earned my GED, a proud moment for my family and me. I was
encouraged and sought a higher degree. To my despair, I found that if I went to college,
the state would sanction me and severely cut my welfare check (a policy still in effect in
all but five states today).

I was determined to go to college, and was finally able to do so when I secured
subsidized housing. With support from the program staff and my family, I entered a
community college, but my fear, humiliation, and insecurity emerged once again when
professors wrote comments such as “fragment,” “double negative,” and “run on” on my
papers. My language created difficulties. I said ain’t and confused gone with went, and
seen with saw. I sensed that I was being judged as unintelligent by those around me.
Professors rarely asked for my opinions or thoughts. Dr.Fulford was an exception. He
worked with me to help me move from non-standard English to middle-class language.
Another source of support was my brother, who, after reading widely during twelve
years in prison, helped me through my studies by sending me extensive letters about the
content of my courses. I continued my graduate education with Dr. Fulford, and worked
for five years to increase the graduation rates at the high school I had attended.
Ultimately, I attained a Ph.D. My personal experiences, my determination to earn an
advanced degree and my work with those in generational poverty led me to the research
that is the subject of this paper.

In this article I present some of the findings from a study I conducted of people who
grew up in generational poverty but have achieved success through education (Beegle,
2000). The larger study was guided by these two questions:

[1.] What are the institutional, environmental, and personal experiences of students from
the third generation of poverty who have completed bachelor’s degrees?

[2.] What strategies and experiences contributed to their success?

Poverty in the U.S.

Today, as in the past, education continues to be held up as the best escape route from a
life of poverty (Gans, 1995;Holleb, 1972; Levine & Nidiffer, 1996; Mortenson,
1998;Myrdal, 1962). Many of those who rise to middle-class standing in the United
States do so primarily by obtaining a college education (Higginbotham & Weber,
1992).Paradoxically, people struggling with poverty are the least likely to become
literate and achieve a college education (Mortenson, 1998; U.S. Department of
Commerce, 1999).People in poverty tend to stay poor and have low levels of formal
education generation after generation (Levine & Nidiffer, 1996; Mortenson, 1998; U.S.
Department of Commerce, 1999). With poverty and illiteracy continuing to be passed
down this way, there is a great need to understand how to increase literacy rates and
educational success for students from generational poverty backgrounds.

To continue reading this inspirational and informative article please go to

http://www.combarriers.com/tp0151overcoming.pdf
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