
Art Partners at Work 
By Frankie H. and Lael VanRiper 

 

        I, Frankie H., began my Partnership in 

May 2008 with Lael VanRiper. I'm hon-

ored to be with my mentor. Even though 

we live a few cities away, we are still fully 

involved with our partnership. Being with 

Lael has been exciting and changed both of 

our lives. In eighth grade my attitude was 

falling apart, and I wasn't doing so good. 

Once I got into the Art Partners Program, 

my attitude came up. This Partnership be-

gan to grow quite quickly and soon became 

Friendship. My family practically took 

Lael in as part of our family. Lael and I 

took our art to a new level of ideas. Not 

only did I grow in my art skills with Lael's 

help, but so did Lael with my help. I am glad to be in this Partnership and I wish to stay with 

my mentor for another year, or maybe even more!      

                                                        - Frankie H. Artist Apprentice  
  

I started my art partnership with Frankie planning ways I could teach her art.  Instead, I found 

that she is my teacher.  I have learned adaptability, endurance, perseverance,  flexibility, ex-

tended creativity, expanding limits, and all with laughter and love without limit.  We've put in 

miles and hours and opportunities together.  I'm up for another year, and definitely even more. 

       - Lael Van Riper Artist Mentor 

  
 

Say it isn’t so! Cyber Bullying is Back in the News 
Once again bullying has taken center stage. A teenager took her own life after being a target of 

bullying in Massachusetts. At Partners, we strive to provide the most up to date information for our 

Senior Partners. Jan 28th we held an important SPO about Bullying to help you stay informed. If 

you missed that opportunity, please contact your case manager to get information. Don’t let what 

if’s become a part of your vocabulary. Your job as a mentor is to take a stand, help a young person 

and be their pillar when times are tough.  Remember the importance of attending and staying con-

nected with your case manager as well as your Junior Partner. Partners is here to provide the most 

current and pertinent information to help you help your Junior Partner! Keep in touch.  

Have you 
gone to the  

         website               
recently?? Check out 

what is new! There is 
more for you to do and 
see. Activity Photos, 
Helpful Links, Games to 
Play with your Junior 
Partner. Let us know 
what you think! 
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NEW MATCHES   
One to One  

12-4 Bob Benitez & Jorge C 

12-12 Dennis Doerer&Brenden C 

12-15 David Williams&Michael F 

12-23 Laura Weaver-Rosten & 
Destiny C 
1-16 John St George & Ryan J  
 

NEW MATCHES   
Art Partners  

11-19 Leonard Johnson & AJW 

12-15 Mary Hill & Shelby R 
12-22 Rosella Gasha&Rebekah H 

1-10 Tom Friel & Dustan H 
1-11 Janice Pariza & Rebecca B 

1-4 Wanda Bruneneier&Grace C  

 

Question: 
Dear Mystery, 
I love going to school everyday and learning. What 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ L 
get on the bus there is an older, bigger kid who 
will not leave me alone! He makes fun of how I 
look, what I wear and sometimes takes my lunch. I 
love school and want to go but this kid is driving 
me away from school. Help me, please Mystery. 
What should I do?      Hopeless in Delta 

 

Answer: 
Dear Hopeless in Delta, 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ  L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ōǳƭƭƛŜǎ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ Ǝƻπ
ing to school.  Sometimes bigger cats try to push 
ƳŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ  techniques that I use 
when alley cats think they are bigger or better 
than me.  Grrrrrr. 
LŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŦŜ L ŀǎƪ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǘƻ help me. I also 
try to play with other kitties, a bully is less likely to 
bother me when I am playing with others. 

I try to look a fur-ball bully directly in the eyes and 

ǎŀȅΣ άL ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ 
other cats that are untrue. It is mean and unfair 
ŀƴŘ L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘΦέ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇ 
straight, keep my tail up and look at 
them directly.  I assert myself. 
Sometimes bullies have no idea how to react 
when someone is funny back to them.  I tell the 
dirty alley cats that they look like they are garbage 
ŀƴŘ L ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ άǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎΦέ-
Which I am. I use humor to make a situation    
better. 
I try to avoid the alley cats whenever it is possible. 
I walk home a different way. 

It hurts my feelings when I get pushed around by 
those alley cats. But it does not have to. Now 
when some pussycat gives me a hard time I think 
about how beautiful my black and white spots are 
or how young children love to play with me. I talk 
to myself about things that I am good at. 

Sometimes when  another Flea-bag cat says 
something not nice about me, I agree with them. 
This can throw off a bully.  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦŦ Ƴȅ 
ōŀŎƪΦέ¸ŜǎΣ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ǊŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŀǊ 
and I know I look different from you, but what can 
L ǎŀȅΣ LΩƳ ŀ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎǎΦέ 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ άIƻǇŜƭŜǎǎ ƛƴ 5Ŝƭǘŀέ  aȅǎǘŜǊȅΩǎ ƻƴ 
ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΦ Dƻ ƎŜǘ ΨǳƳΦ  

The Scoop 
with Mystery  

the Cat 

February 2010 March 2010  

 

Partners Link  
www.partners-west.org  

NEW  

With the support of our Senior 

Partners, Volunteers, and      

Donors like YOU, we continue 

to grow and reach more children 

each year. You make change 

happen!  There are still children 

waiting for a strong adult     

presence. Recommend a friend 

to be a Senior Partner and 

change the life of a child.  

Thank You for all you do!  

Keep spreading the word! 

Frankie wins a blue ribbon at the Camelot Gardens 

Show. Pictured with Lael Van Riper 



The Partners 

Link 
315 S. 7th St 

Montrose, CO 81401 

www.partners-west.org 

Happy  
Birthday  
February 

2-1 Callie G 
2-1 Emily Bowman 
2-1 John St George 

2-2 Desiree C 
2-2 Dolores Wilson 
2-3 Anna Ashmore 
2-3 Joyce Chapdelaine 

2-3 Robert R 
2-3 Zoey J 
2-4 Will Coulter 
2-5 Marilynn Husby 
2-5 Meredith Nemirov 
2-9 A J W 

2-9 Derrill R 
2-11 Sharon Riegal 

2-12 Sara M 
2-13 Jessie C 
2-16 Jaid H 
2-19 Brian Kidnay 
2-19 Rebecca B 
2-20 Emmalee M 
2-24 Ron Abbott 
2-24 Tom Canning 
2-27 Jazimine F 
2-29 Peggy Papon  

March 
3-2 Elizabeth R 
3-6 Frankie H 
3-7 Becky Silver 

3-7 Carol Beers 
3-7 Cody W 

3-7 Dakota R 
3-7 Paul Cranor 
3-10 Mary Hill 
3-11 Judy Anderson 
3-мм YŜǾƛƴ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴ 

3-11 Kyra N 
3-12 Destiny C 
3-13 Malaki R 
3-13 Sarah F 
3-15 Joan Kennen 
3-15 Julian G 
3-20 Brandon R 
3-21 Destiny N 
3-22 Eric Bohler 
3-22 Todd W 

3-23 Elizabeth Manis 
3-23 John Clark 
3-23 John Coffman 
3-24 AnnaBell W 
3-24 Nicholai B 
3-24 Wanda Eichhorn 
3-27 Levi S 
3-27 Tyler S 
3-29 Tony D 
3-30 Melody Madariaga 
3-31 Raina J 
3-31 William D  

Calendar of Events   
Partnership & Nexus Activities  
 

Saturday, February 6th  11am - 1:30pm 

Climbing Wall Montrose High School 
Partnerships 
 

Monday, February 8th 6pm 
Pasta Project Fundraiser for Partners 

Scenic Mesa Ranch Hotchkiss  

must call to make reservation 
 

Saturday, February 27th 1pm-4pm 

Tubing and Sledding  

Grand Mesa  
Nexus and the BC.  
 

Sunday, March 7th 10am-12pm 

Ice Climbing  

Ouray Ice Park, Ouray 
Partnerships 

Saturday, March 20th 1pm-4pm 

Kite Building 

Bill Heddles Recreation Center Delta 

Nexus and the BC.  

Tuesday, April 20th ALL DAY 

Partners Annual Radio Auction 

Donate today, make your business look 

good! Don’t Miss the Fun! Call today!  

What’s Been Going On 
 

Partners 

has a   

coronet 

available 

for a stu-

dent to 

borrow.  If you are interested in playing 

the coronet in your Jr High or High 

School Band, please let us know! 
 

—————– 
 

Partnerships and Nexus youth partici-

pated in Montrose's Holiday Parade of 

Lights on December 5th!  Students from 

the Montrose Campus of Mesa State 

College built the float and invited our 

Partners' 

youth to 

ride along 

and wave 

at the 

crowd.  

We placed 

2nd in our 

non-profit category!  Mesa State donated 

the $50 MAMA Buck prize to Partners, 

and the gift helped sponsor our families 

for the holidays.  If you stop by the col-

lege, please thank director Joey Boese 

and the Montrose Campus for supporting 

Partners! 

—————— 

Partners held our annual craft fair activ-

ity on December 5th in Montrose.  We 

had a great turn-

out, with 50 peo-

ple participating 

to create a vari-

ety of crafts.  Our 

Partnerships and 

Nexus made pea-

nut butter pine 

cone bird feed-

ers, created spin 

art pictures, 

dipped spoons in 

chocolate and 

sprinkles, painted a variety of projects, 

and even enjoyed decorating their own 

cupcakes!  With these and other projects, 

our participants were able to create sev-

eral fun handmade crafts and gifts for 

themselves and others.   

—————– 
Our silly lunch was a success with the 

―Where the Wild Things Are‖ theme. 

We transformed the church hall into a 

jungle & everyone was a king with the 

crowns they made. It was fun to see how 

inventive people 

were trying to eat 

without any uten-

sils or napkins to 

clean up with. 

( only a few real-

ized they could 

get up & go wash 

their hands) 

Thanks to the 

school district  

every kid left with a bag of school good-

ies from Wal-mart. Everyone had fun & 

a full belly. 

—————— 

Art Partners would like to thank all the 

artists who donated their time 

and talent to 

make the 

first "Chili 

Bowl" cook 

off and fund-

raiser a 

success.  

Contributing 

artists were: Nita Lightsey and all of her 

wonderful students, Bill Wilson, Chad 

Morris and his students at Montrose 

High School, The Rocha Family, Lael 

Van Riper, Frankie Henjy, Joyce Rime, 

Rog Coman, Sonja Krongard, Ivy Fife, 

John Troudt, Ann Millic, Missy Siders, 

Dave Beezley, Diana Coram, Linda 

Nadel, Carol Witt, Gerry Witt and Rox-

anne Morris. We especially appreciate 

Pat and Bob Brown with the Around the 

Corner Art Gallery for going above and 

beyond to help our kids in the Art Part-

ners program. Art Partners received a 

check from Bob and Pat for $1000.00 

that helps us provide art supplies for our 

Partnerships. We look forward to mak-

ing this event a holiday tradition. 
 

Team Effort Big O and Partners 
Don’t forget! Save Money, Get Tires, 

Help Partners provide better services to 

our Partnerships! Call for more details. 

The Delta office at 423 Palmer (874-4661) 

or the Montrose office at 315 South 

Seventh Street (249-1116). Take advantage 

of this generous offer.  
 

The Delta Office is on the Move! 

Beginning March 1st our Partners 

Delta office will have a new home at 

511 East 10th Street Delta. Stop by and 

see our new digs. We will be able to 

offer more activities and fun to our 

Delta Partnerships with this  new space 

thanks to Jo Rosenquist from D.H.A.! 
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